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had attacked dining the morning from west of the
Forest of Traconne in the dkection Escardes-Seu, where
the IX. Corps stood ready about Esternay. In spite
of having already begun the withdrawal as ordered, the
corps decided to make a counter-attack in order to
facilitate the progress of the Second Army fighting
on the Petit Morin. The III. Corps had also begun its
withdrawal, but, in view of heavy artillery fire which
opened in front of it, together with a request for assist-
ance from the IX. Corps, it decided to hold itself
in readiness in the area Saacy-Montceau, to support
the IX. Corps. By an Order of the 6th September
issued at 5J25 p.m.? the III. Corps was to take over
the protection of the right flank of the IX. Corps.
The Second Army, wheeling round, pivoted on its
right flank at Montmirail, intended to continue the
pursuit up to the Seine with its centre and left wing,
the latter moving on Marigny-le-Grand. The III. and
IX. Corps thus came in front of the right wing of the
Second Army.* By an Army Order issued at 10 pjn.
that evening both these corps were therefore withdrawn
to the line Sablonnieres-Montmirail on the northern
bank of the Petit Morin. They gained touch again with
the right flank of the Second Army at Montmirail, and,
to ensure united action, were to conform to its instruc-
tions .f Marwitz's Cavalry, which had advanced to
Lumigny and Bozoy, covered the right flank of the
III. Corps against the enemy forces advancing from
* Von Billow, in ids book already quoted, complains bitterly that
the First Army, instead of being " echeloned behind the Second
Army," as ordered, was i£ echeloned in front of it—its left Corps
(IX.) pushed itself completely in front of the right Corps (VII*) of
the Second Army/'
f Van Billow, as above quoted, says they were placed under his
orders when Von ELluck went north on the 6th (see notea p. 122).

